
Contents

List of tables 

Preface

IX 

xi

1 Political change in eastern Europe 1

Introduction 1

Historical background 6

The transition from communism 11

Democratization and parties: comparative perspectives 18

2 Party origins and party development 25

Parties and movements in the founding elections 25

The context and process of party formation 31

Party development across the region 40

Party families in eastern Europe 49

3 Parties, elections and parliaments 60

Elections and party development 60

Conditions for multi-party elections 61

The sequence of post-communist elections 74

Varieties of electoral party in post-communist Europe 78

Electoral volatility 83

‘Effective’ parties and parliament fragmentation 87

Party government and post-communist parliaments 90

4 Party organization and institutional development 94

East European politics and the modern party 94

Party membership in eastern Europe 98

Party structure 103

Finance and party funding 107



viii Contents

Relations with the media 112

Factionalism and party unity 116

Organization and party institutionalization 119

5 Party systems and structures of representation 123

Party systems and post-communist politics 123

Competitive politics and party systems in east-central Europe 129

Democratic change and hegemonic party systems 134

Explaining party system emergence 140

The relative autonomy of party systems 148

6 Conclusion: political parties in contemporary eastern
Europe 150

Party development in post-communist Europe 150

Political parties and modern democracy 155

The nature of contemporary east European parties 159

Annex: party profles 164

Notes 171

Bibliography 187

Index 199


