
Contents

Introduction to Digital Platforms and Global Law: Work Plan vii

1 Digital platforms: protagonists of the self-age 1
1 What we talk about when we talk about digital platforms 1
2 Digital platforms facing the regulatory environment:

the twenty European milestones 9
3 Digital platforms and the regulated competition 27
4 Digital platforms between data access and data protection 41
5 Digital platforms and democracy 50
6 Digital platforms, AI and ethical constraints 56
7 Digital platforms and the blockchain path 71
8 Current misunderstandings about digital platforms 82

2 Digital platforms as private transnational legal orders 84
1 Transnational companies and transnational law 84
2 Digital platforms as private transnational legal systems 89
3 The legislative, executive and judiciary powers of

digital platforms: checks and balances 96
4 From payment systems to private currencies: the path 

forward 102
5 Digital platforms as private, sovereign transnational orders 105

3 Plurality of private transnational legal orders and relations 
with other legal systems 107

1 Private transnational legal orders and state orders 108
2 Private transnational orders and international law 114
3 Private transnational orders and transnational systems 116
4 Relationship between private transnational orders 116

4 Digital platforms as subjects of transnational and international law 118
1 Atypical decentralization, based on monistic theories 121



vi Digital platforms and global law

2 Proof of the pluralism of the orders, in dualist theories 122
3 The dualism between international (interstate) and 

interindividual law of Arangio-Ruiz 124
4 The correct subjective qualification of digital platforms 127

5 Digital platforms and global law 133
1 The global response to digital platforms: inadequacy 

of the regulatory matrix 134
2 A new matrix and its tools: from regulation to negotiation 137
3 New centrality of uniform law instruments 139
4 The global law of digital platforms: a new paradigm 141

Index 145


