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"In a field where many are retreating into certainties, Rao insists that contexts, politics, and 
subjectivities remain radically open and thoroughly contextualized. This is a brilliant, timely, 
and important book that changes the field."

—Clare Hemmings, London School of Economics and Political Science

"Rao offers a wonderfully untimely engagement with the temporalities of queer politics in the 
aftermath of colonialism." —Kimberly Hutchings, Queen Mary University of London

"This excellent and refreshing book asks many new questions. Rao's voice is engaging without 
being hectoring, and he explores his topic with nuance, speaking to activist concerns."

—Arvind Narrain, Alternative Law Forum

"This brilliantly visioned book breaks open the now-stultified debates about sexuality
and statecraft." —Jasbir K. Puar, Rutgers University

"Timely and important, Rao's Out of Time will sit alongside the work of Jasbir Puar's Terrorist 
Assemblages and Lisa Duggan's The Twilight of Equality as one of those must-read texts on 
every queer studies syllabus. It is that good." —Cynthia Weber, University of Sussex

BETWEEN 2009 AND 2014, AN ANTI-HOMOSEXUALITY LAW CIRCULATING IN THE
Ugandan parliament generated a global conversation about queer rights. Focusing on 
the Ugandan case, Rahul Rao explores the geopolitical encounters and entanglements 
that produce and contest contemporary queerphobias. He investigates the impact of 
colonialism on the politics of sexuality, religiosity, and the political economy of contemporary 
homophobic moral panics. In addition, he places the Ugandan experience in conversation 
with queer controversies in India and Britain—locations that are yoked together by the 
experience of British imperialism and its afterlives. Taking an intersectional, multidisciplinary 
approach, Rao offers an original interpretation of why queerness mutates to become a 
metonym for categories such as nationality, religiosity, race, class, and caste.

RAHUL RAO is Senior Lecturer in Politics at SOAS University of London.

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS

www.oup.com

Cover image: Berlin Conference, 2017 by Eria “Sane” Nsubuga

978019086552890000
ISBN 978-0-19-086552-8

http://www.oup.com


CONTENTS

Acknowledgements ix
Abbreviations xiii
Prologue xv

1. Introduction: The queer politics of postcoloniality 1

2. The Location of Homophobia 33

3. Re-Membering Mwanga, Mourning the Martyrs 75

4. Spectres of Colonialism 107

5. Queer in the Time of Homocapitalism 136

6. The Nation and Its Queers 174

Epilogue: Conjugating like a State 213
Bibliography 225
Index 255


