
Contents

1 Introduction...................................................................................................... 1 
Bibliography............................................................................................30

Part I Contexts of Czechoslovakian School System Development

2 From the Habsburg Monarchy to the Czechoslovak
Republic: Education in Historical Context.................................................37
2.1.....Education Since the Eighteenth.Century............................................... 37
2.2.... Interwar Czechoslovakia (1918-1938) ................................................40
2.3 Interwar Education: A Period of Many

(Un)successful Reforms 42
2.4 Schooling During World War II 45
Bibliography 47

3 From Stalinism to the Prague Spring—Education
in Complicated Times 51
3.1 The Forms of Postwar Reconstruction (1945-1953) 52
3.2 Stabilization of the Communist Regime and the Period 

of Hope (1953-1968) 55
3.3 Prague Spring 1968 56
3.4 Postwar School System—Between Two Totalitarian Systems .... 58
3.5 A Period of Chaotic Changes in the 1950s  62
3.6 Socialism with a Human Face in Schools 64
3.7 Teachers and Schools After August 1968  67
3.8 Ideological Hardening After 1969: The Advent

of ‘Normalization’ and Ideological Education .....................70

Bibliography....................................................................................................73

xi



xii Contents

4 Schools and Teachers Two Decades Before the Fall
of the Communist Regime............................................................................77
4.1 Normalization in Czechoslovakia (1969-1989) ...................................78
4.2 Normalization in Education: The Way Back......................................... 83
4.3 A Look Inside a Socialist Teacher’s Workshop ..................................... 88
4.4 Aids and Textbooks in a Socialist School............................................. 90
4.5 Teachers’ Life Outside Work, or Teachers Shall

Not Live by School Alone......................................................................97
4.6 Perestroika and the Debate on School System Reforms ..................... 103 
Bibliography..............................................................................................110

Part II Schools and Teachers in the Period of Changes

5 Transforming the Education System: A Difficult Return
to Democratic Europe.................................................................................. 117
5.1 Broader Contexts of Transformation: Between Ideology,

Chaos, and Freedom.............................................................................. 117
5.2 Legislative Framework of Reforms: (Only) Partial Changes.......... 121
5.3 Expert Discussions on the School System Reforms After 1989 .. . 125
5.4 Schools and Economic Problems of Transformation........................... 130
5.5 Comparison of the Transformation of the School

System with Neighbouring Post-Socialist Countries........................... 135
Bibliography.................................................................................................. 138

6 Schools: Everyday Life in the Period of Post-Socialist
Transformation............................................................................................ 143
6.1 Schools on the Threshold of a New Era................................................143
6.2 Staffing Changes in Schools................................................................150
6.3 New School Management.................................................................... 161
6.4 Educational Offices: The Backbone of Primary Schools..................... 164
6.5 Municipality as the Founder of the School..........................................168
6.6 School Autonomy—Hopes and Disappointments............................... 171
Bibliography.................................................................................................. 177

7 Schools in a Network of (External) Relationships................................... 179
7.1 People Involved in School Life and the Transformation

of Relationships Between Them..........................................................180
7.2 Small-Town Schools and the Founding of Multi-year 

Grammar Schools......................................................................... 185
7.3 Large Urban Schools and the Reverberations

of Late Socialist Building.................................................................... 191
7.4 Schools and Social Inequalities in Society........................................... 195
7.5 The Functional Rural Community and Its Impact

on School Life......................................................................................200
7.6 Transformation of School Inspection After 1989.................................204
Bibliography..................................................................................................208



Contents xiii

8 Teachers: Various Life Stories and Perspectives.................................... 213
8.1 Generations.......................................................................................... 213
8.2 Karel’s Story........................................................................................ 215
8.3 Frantisek’s Story..................................................................................220
8.4 Olga’s Story.......................................................................................... 224
8.5 Vlasta’s Story........................................................................................ 231
8.6 Life Stories in the Context of Time.......................................................238
Bibliography..................................................................................................240

9 Learning and Teaching: The Legacy of the Socialist
Era and New Challenges........................................................................... 243
9.1 On Teaching and Learning................................................................... 243
9.2 The Revolution in Schools (That Didn’t Happen).............................. 246
9.3 Textbooks: New Possibilities and the Free Market ............................ 250
9.4 Aids and Equipment in Schools - A Good Basis 

of a Socialist School.................................................................... 253
9.5 Computers in Primary Schools: The First Shy Steps.......................... 255
9.6 Foreign Language Teaching: Clear Direction, Difficult 

Implementation.......................................................................... 258
9.7 Further Teacher Education: The Old System Has

to Be Abolished, But What Next? ....................................................... 260
9.8 Looking Back at the Interviews...........................................................262
Bibliography..................................................................................................264

Conclusion............................................................................................................267

Index 279


