
Contents

List of illustrations xxi

Acknowledgments xxiii

Introduction: What does it mean to be American? 1

1 Race, slavery, and ideology in colonial North America 6

Resistance and African American identity before the 
Civil War 21

War, freedom, and a nation reconsidered 37

Civilization, race, and the politics of uplift 54

The making of the modern Civil Rights Movement(s) 74

The paradoxes of post-civil rights America 97

Epilogue: Stony the road we trod 116

References 125

Further reading 135

Index 146


