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The Implications of the Alphabet Ruling of the Court of Justice of the European 
Union for the Regulation of Online Digital Markets 252
The CJEU establishes in this landmark ruling that the arbitrary refusal by a dominant online gatekeeper 
to grant third party access to its platform is an abuse of dominance unless objectively justified. It builds 
on its previous ruling that self-referencing by a dominant online gatekeeper can constitute an abuse of 
dominance in digital markets. The ruling provides guidance for gatekeepers and competition authorities 
on how the Court will interpret the Digital Markets Act.

Australian Merger Control in 2026 and Beyond: A Book of Changes 262 
This article examines historic amendments transforming Australia’s merger system from a voluntary 
model to a mandatory, administrative model. These changes aim to address rising market concentration, 
fears of “gaming" by merging parties, and concerns about the difficulty of proving court cases based 
on forward-looking narratives. The article suggests the reforms will incrementally tip the scales toward 
more stringent merger control in Australia.

Antitrust Arbitration: A Piped Dream? 276
This paper interrogates the tension between antitrust and arbitration laws, where public policy imperatives 
challenge private dispute resolution. Analysing US, EU, and Indian frameworks, it critiques India's 
unitary approach, emphasising confidentiality as a convergence point. Advocating the second-look 
doctrine, it highlights arbitration’s strategic role in enhancing FDI and India’s global arbitral stature.
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