
Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Figures and Tables xi 
Abbreviations XII
A Note on Transliteration xiv

Introduction 1

1 Antony the Great 6
Antony and the Red Sea Monasteries 6
An Overview of Antony in Coptic Liturgical Tradition 13
Appendix: Expositions on Antony 23

Exposition on Antony (1): Recited in the Monastery of St Antony from 
1660-1936 23
Exposition on Antony (2): 1936 to Present Day 37

2 The Textual Traditions of the Life of Antony 46
Manuscripts Containing a Life of Antony in Arabic 48
Popularity of the Pseudo-Serapionic Life 62

3 Old Wine in a New Bottle 67
The Pseudo-Serapionic Life of Antony 67
Possible Dating of the Pseudo-Serapionic Life 68
Motive for “Rewriting” the Life of Antony 78
Style, Genre and Social Context 80
The Audience 82
Translation of the Commemorative Inscription 87

4 Synopsis and Commentary 88
The Redactor of the Pseudo-Serapionic Life of Antony 88
The Redaction 91
Voices in the Text: Pseudo-Serapion 93
Synoptic Overview 97
Commentary on the Pseudo-Serapionic Life of Antony 104

Proemium and Phase 1: the Beginning (ff.3‘-8") 104
Phase 2: Start of Antony's Ascetic Life (f.9‘-10") 106
Phase 3: Antony Moves into the Inner Mountain (ff. 10"-247) 107
Phase 4: Antony Meets Paul the Hermit and Paul the Simple 
(ff.247-27") no



VIII CONTENTS

Phase 5: Antony the Wonder-Worker (ff. 277-327) 112
Phase 6: the Great Temptation (ff.32"-47") 113
Phase 7: Athanasius and Antony Meet (ff. 48Y-507) 115
Phase 8: Antony in Frankish Countries (ff. 507-627) 116
Phase 9: Death of Antony (ff. 62r-66r) 118

5 The Life of Antony by Serapion the Bishop 122

6 A Codicological Description of ms St Paul (History) 53 220
Short Title Entry 221
Physical Description of the MS 221
Contents 222
Colophons 223
Endowment 226
Collation 227
Layout 228
Binding 230
Condition of the Manuscript 230
Observations 230

Postscript 241

Works Cited 245
Index of Modern Authors 262
Index of Ancient Sources 266
Index of Manuscripts 268
Index of Subjects 269


