Contents

List of figures page viil
Preface 1X
Glossary of terms X1
A note on transliteration Xiv

PARTI INTRODUCTION I
1 Introduction 3

PART II TOWARDS AN INTERPRETIVE FRAME 9

2 Landscape as a signifying system L1

3 The discursive field of Kandyan kingship 25
Concretizing the Sakran discourse: from landscape of

the gods to landscape of the hero-kings 42

s The Kandyan landscape, 13121815 59

PART III THE POLITICS OF LANDSCAPE
INTERPRETATION IN EARLY-NINETEENTH-CENTURY

KANDY 85

6 From discourse to landscape: a kingly reading 87

7 From landscape to civic ritual: a kingly reading 119
8 From landscape to discourse: contestatory readings and

material interests 1§54

9 Conclusion 181

Appendix 185

Notes 194

List of references 206

Index 226

Vil



