
Brief Overview ix

To the Instructor xiii

A Framework for Critical Writing xv

Main Features of the Book xvi

To the Student: Before You Begin xxix

Test It Out xxx

A Few Things to Keep in Mind as You Work through This Book xxxiv

Acknowledgments xxxvii

CHAPTER I 1 Thinking about Writing 1
Writing and Critical Writing 1
The Components of a Paper 4
Getting Familiar with the Components of a Paper: Extended 
Examples 8
Reflecting on the Process of Critical Writing 16
Adapting Critical Writing to Your Own Individuality 18
The Tasks That Lie Ahead 20
Writing for Clarity: SEE-I 21
A Framework for Critical Writing 27
Chapter 1: Practice and Assessment Exercises 29

CHAPTER 2 Beginning the Paper: The Elements 
of Reasoning 35
Introducing the Elements of Reasoning 35

The Elements of Reasoning 36

Getting a “Feel” for the Elements: Using the Elements to Understand 
a Topic 40

V



VI Contents

Thinking Your Way through a Topic: Analyzing 
“Around the Circle” 42
Examples in Practice 44
The Usefulness of the Elements of Reasoning 58
So What Is Critical Thinking? 61
Chapter 2: Practice and Assessment Exercises 62
Self-Assessment: Test It Out #1 69

CHAPTER 1 Constructing the Paper: Planning, 
Researching, Writing 73
Constructing the Paper Out of the Analysis: Thesis, Main Points, 
Structure, Outline 73
Going through the Process, Step-by-Step: An Example, with 
Commentary 77
Enhanced SEE-I: Developing Your Paper 84
Researching the Paper 87

Two Roles of Research in Planning and Writing a Paper 88
Doing Background Research 90
Doing Focused Research 92
Research and Critical Thinking 95
Writing and Pre-writing 98
Writing Better and Saving Time 99
Where Are You in the Process? 102
Chapter 3: Practice and Assessment Exercises 103
Self-Assessment: Test It Out #2 111

CHAPTER 4 Other Minds, Other Views: Addressing 
“the Other Side” and Cultivating Critical Thinking 
Traits of Mind 113
“The Other Side” 113

"Weakpoints" 115

Critical Thinking Traits of Mind 116



Contents VII

Three Problems in Thinking about “the Other Side” 124
Seeing “the Other Side” 125
Describing “the Other Side” Fairmindedly 134
Incorporating “the Other Side” into Your Paper 135

The Order of the Writing Process 137
Chapter 4: Practice and Assessment Exercises 139
Self-Assessment: Test It Out #3 145

CHAPTER Making the Paper Better:
Critical Thinking Standards and Socratic
Questioning 149
Revising the Paper: Making It Better 149
The Standards of Critical Thinking 150
How the Standards Help 154
Interventions: Enriching Your Paper with Socratic
Questioning 162
Making Socratic Questioning Interventions 164

Socratic Questions 165

Socratic Interventions in Practice: Extended Examples 168
Writing Longer Papers 176
Chapter 5: Practice and Assessment Exercises 177

CHAPTER 6 Making It Flow, Making It Complete:
Content, Audience, Communication, and
Criticality 185
Fundamental and Powerful Concepts 185
Making It Flow: Grammatical Issues 190

How Grammar Works in Writing 190
Impediments to Writing Grammatically 192
Practical Guidelines 194

Making It Complete 198
Giving Credit 198
Taking It Seriously 202



• a a

VIII Contents

The Larger Vision and Looking Ahead 210

Chapter 6: Practice and Assessment Exercises 213

Responses to Starred Practice and Assessment Exercises 219
Bibliography 243
Endnotes 245
Index 251


