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| have always loved improvising at the piano, and | am so fortunate that my piano
teachers | studied with as a child never discouraged me from doing this! | worked my
way through college by playing in a private dinner club every weekend for almost four
years. It was then that | really learned to appreciate and experiment with jazz styles.

've always felt that classically trained pianists would play music by the master composers
even better if they had the ability to improvise and/or perform music by some of the jazz
greats such as Oscar Peterson and George Shearing. Young pianists today can benefit
so much from the syncopated rhythms of jazz, the unique and often unexpected harmo-
nies, and the freedom of expression inherent in this style.

In Especially in Jazzy Style, Book 1, students will be motivated by the infectious rhythms,
harmonies, and lyrical melodies found in the pieces. Teachers will have fun sharing the
challenges of jazz styles with students who might be playing this type of music for the

very first time. Enjoy, and be inspired by your personal interpretation of the solos in this

collection. M %; é
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