
CONTENTS

List of Illustrations ix
Preface x

1 Introduction: Approaching the historical study of dreams 1

1.1 Delimitations of subject, chronology and geography 1

2 Themes 5

2.1 Dream as premonition 5
2.2 Dream as deception 6
2.3 Dream as (compensatory) escape 9
2.4 Dreamworld and self-knowledge 9

3 Les mots et les choses (an intermezzo on vocabulary) 11

4 Contexts 15

4.1 Night 15
4.2 Sleep 17
4.3 Dreams, visions and prophecy 20
4.4 Imagination and the senses 22

5 Recovering and negotiating a long tradition 23

5.1 Some key ancient sources 23
5.2 Biblical and Christian doctrines and attitudes 32



viii Contents

5.3 Dreams and humoral complexions 34
5,4 Other sleep and dream pathologies 37
5.5 Dream and confession 40
5.6 Somnia Judaica 42
5.7 Other dreams 44

6 Girolamo Cardano, the dreaming scholar 48

7 The sixteenth-century treatise on dreams: A quasi-genre 57

8 A selection of sources on Renaissance dream cultures 66

8.1 The linguistic invention and erotic imagination
of a learned friar 66

8.2 Dreaming the powerful 69
8.3 Commerce with the classics: Aristotle and Macrobius 69
8.4 Some vernacular texts in odour of heterodoxy 71
8.5 Platonic theology 75
8.6 Oneiromancy between market square and menagerie 76
8.7 A theological commonplace 78
8.8 The interpretation of dreams as a form of entertainment 79
8.9 A dictionary of gesture 82
8.10 Popular interpretation 84
8.11 Dreaming the witches’ sabbath? 88
8.12 The other half of the oneiric world 90
8.13 Pour (en) finir avec Descartes 91

9 A look at images 95

10 Fragments towards a grand narrative 103

11 The development of the studies in historical dream cultures 111

12 A Coda on the oneiric present 119

Appendix A selection of dedicated printed sources, in
chronological order of first edition 121

Table of most notable topics 128

Bibliography 130
Index 149


