
CONTENTS

VOLUME I
From Ancient Monarchies to the Han and Roman Empires

The Conceptual Prologue
1. Recurrent Themes
2. The Typology of Regimes
3. The Types of Regime Outlined
4. Decision-implementing Personnel
5. Constraints: The Limitation of Government
6. The Criteria of Appraisal
7. Trajectory without Teleology: Inventions and Dead-Ends 

Bibliography

BOOK I
Context I

1. To C.1700 BC

I. The Sumerian City-State
1» The Setting
2. History
3. The Economic and Social Background
4. The Central Authorities c.2600—2344 BC
5. Summary and Appraisal
6. The Passing of the Sumerian City-State

2. The Kingdom of Egypt to the Fall of the Middle Kingdom 
(1678 BC)
1. Introduction: As the Twig is Bent...‘
2. The Setting
3. Chronology
4. Government and Religion
5. The Central Authorities
6. The Administration
7. An Appraisal

Context II
1. The World of States at the Time of Sargon
2. The Inter-State Equilibrium and its Collapse, C1500—1200 BC

I

1

34 
38
59 
72
79 
87
95

99 
99

104 
105
108
109 
110 
126
127

132 

132

134

136
139 

144

155 
167

170
170 
176



X CONTENTS

3. The Egyptian Polity at Zenith: The New Kingdom 179
1. Introduction: The New Kingdom 179
2. The Central Authorities 180
3. The Administration of the New Kingdom 188
4. The Main Services 192
5. Administrative Style: The ‘Unweeded Garden 199
6. The New Kingdom: An Appraisal 203
7. The Collapse of the New Kingdom 206

4. The Assyrian Empire, 745-612 BC 210
1. The Relevance of the Assyrian Empire 210
2. A Basic Chronology 211
3. Basic Beliefs of the Assyrians 213
4. The Central Authorities 215
5. The Administration of the Empire 224
6. An Appraisal 235

5. The Jewish Kingdoms, 1025—587 BC 238
1. The People of the Land 241
2. From Abraham to Diaspora 244
3. The Covenant People 245
4. The Making of the Jewish Kingship 250
5. The Jewish State and the Monarchy 254
6. The Transmission 267

Bibliography 274

BOOK II
Context 281

1. The Persian Empire 286
1. The Land and the People 287
2. The Creation of the Empire 288
3. Chronology 289
4. Kingship and Aristocracy 292
5. Central and Local Government 296
6. The Weaknesses of the Persian Imperial System 310
7. Retrospect and Prospect 314

2. The First Republics—The Greeks 316
1. The Development of Greek Society 318
2. The Country and the People 322
3. The Formation of the Polis 330



CONTENTS X1

4. Sparta 336
5. The Athenian Democracy 341

3. The End of the Polis ' 369
1. Leagues and Con federacies 372
2. The End of Demokratia 382

4. The Roman Republic 385
i. The Country and the People 388
2. Chronology 393
3. The Constitution of the Middle Republic 395
4. Roman Citizens and the Roman ‘Confederacy’ 410
5. Why the Republic Collapsed 423
6. An Appraisal 438

5. The Formation of the Chinese State 442
i Chronology 444
2. Continuities in Pre-Ch’in China 454
3. Confucianism and Legalism 456
4. Ch’in 469

6. The Han Empire 473
1. Foundation 473
2. The Governmental System: An Overview 478
3. The Emperor 480
4. The Political Process at the Imperial Court 490
5. The Territorial Framework 498
6. The Central Administration 504
7. The Personnel of Government 508
8. The State in Action 513
9. An Appraisal 524

7. The Roman Empire: The Principate, 27 BC-ad 284 528
1. Augustus Caesar and the Principate 528
2. The Roman Empire to Diocletian (284) 530
3. The Characteristics of the Empire 532
4. The Cities 537
5. The Provinces 539
6. The Emperor 542
7. The Services 550
8. Outcomes 559
9. The Antonine Age: An Appraisal 564



X11 CONTENTS

8. The Later Roman Empire: From Diocletian to Theodoric, 
284—526

I.
2.
3­
4*
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
II.

The Later Empire and its End
The Emperor
The New Territorial Structure
The Central Administration
Prefectures and Praetorian Prefects
The Functions of the Central Administration: A Summary
The Civil Service
The Army
Services and Performance
Conclusion
An Assessment of the Roman Contribution

568
569
570
576
578
581
583
584
586
589
599
601

Bibliography

VOLUME II 
The Intermediate Ages

BOOK III
Overview

1. The Intermediate Ages
2. The Political Relevance of the ‘Historic’ Religions
3. New States for Old
4. Migrations and Invasions
5. The State System at the Close of the Middle Age

PART I. EASTERN EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST

1. The Byzantine Empire (1.1000)
1. Chronology
2. The Nature of the Byzantine Polity
3. The Territorial Framework
4. The Central Government
5. The Services
6. Appraisal
7. Conclusion: The Significance and Legacy of the Byzantine 

Polity

2. The Empire of the Caliphate (0.900)
1. The Rise and Decline of the Empire of the Caliphs
2. Some Strengths and Weaknesses of the Empire
3. The Nature of the Polity: Comparisons and Contrasts
4. The Territorial Framework

613
613
613
616
619
620

623
624
628
630
631

645
654

662

665
668
670
674
679


