Hidden in the heart of the theory of relativity, quantum mechanics,
string theory, and modern cosmology lies one concept:
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“[Stewart| shows how the concept of symmetry informs reality, right down to
the basic composition of matter. And. hu{mrrﬂn:uWanﬂw~nnn1hrlhvuulﬂw
men who helped develop the concept—irom Babylonian scribes to gambling
Renaissance dandy Girolamo Cardano hV}warthulIhrﬁnrhdaudihr

theoretical have alwavs been inexiricablyv entwined.

“Impressive...valuable and intelligent...[an]| entertaining and intelligent

nistorv of 3.000 vears in the studv of svmmetrv.
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