
Contents

Acknowledgements vii

Introduction 1

Part I: Milan Kundera 7

1 The Unbearable Lightness of Being: Friedrich Nietzsche
and Art as Self-creation 9

2 Identity: G. W. F. Hegel’s Theory of Recognition 30

Part II: Ian McEwan 47

3 Atonement: E. P. Thompson and Class Experience 49

4 Saturday: Julia Kristeva on Abjection 74

Part III: Michel Houellebecq 93

5 Atomised: Henri Lefebvre and Alienation 95
=

6 Platform: Albert Camus and the Absurd 114

Part IV: J. M. Coetzee 133

7 Disgrace: Thomas Aquinas and the Path to Prudence 135

8 Diary of a Bad Year: Theodor Adorno on Commitment 160

9 Conclusion: The Aesthetic Moment 177



VI IDENTITY, POLITICS AND THE NOVEL

Notes 181

Bibliography

Index

197

203


