
Contents

Foreword ...............................................................................................................................................................................9

1 Introduction ..................................................................................................................................................................... M
1.1 The production of bronze artefacts ..................................................................................................................... II
1.2 Hoards o f  metal artefacts ....................................................................................................................................... 13
1.3 Rotten' production ................................................................................................................................................. 14
1.4 Exchange and trade In the Bronze Age ...............................................................................................................15

2 Early Bronze Age -  th e  Ú nčtice c u ltu re  ....................................................................................................................17
2.1 The history o f  research ...........................................................................................................................................18
2.2 Main sources ............................................................................................................................................................ 21
2.3 Chronology o f  the l'Jnèlicc c u l tu r e ........................................................................................................................28

2.3.1 Absolute chronology .........................................................................................................................................28
2.3.2 Relative chronology ........................................................................................................................................ 29

2.4 S ettlem en t...................................................................................................................................................................31
2.4.1 Cnètice culture settlements .............................................................................................................................33

2.4.1.1 Settlements in exposed locations ..........................................................................................................34
2.4.1.2 Lowland settlem ents .................................................................................................................................36

2.4.2 Types o f  settlement features ..........................................................................................................................37
2.4.2.1 Houses ........................................................................................................................................................ 37
2.4.2.2 Other fe a tu re s .............................................................................................................................................39

2.5 Artefacts .....................................................................................................................................................................39
2.5.1 Stone ...................................................................................................................................................................39
2.5.2 Amber and other fossils .................................................................................................................................. 42
2.5.3 Clay and its p ro cess in g .................................................................................................................................... 43

2.5.3.1 Pottery ...................................................; ..................................................................................................43
2.5.4 Metal artefacts ...................................................................................................................................................50

2.5.4.1 Metal ingots .............................................................................................................................................. 51
2.5.4.2 Finished metal products .......................................................................................................................... 52
2.5.4.3 Hoards of metal artefacts .................................................................................................... 56
2.5.4.4 The production o f  metal objects ............................................................................................................ 59
2.5.4.5 Gold ............................................................................................................................................................ 62

2.5.5 Artefacts o f  organic m aterials ........................................................................................................................ 64
2.5.6 Glass products .................................................................................................................................................. 65

2.6 Ritual activities and areas ...................................................................................................................................... 65
2.6.1 Graves and cem eteries in the northern part of Bohemia ........................................................................ 65
2.6.2 Graves and cem eteries in south and w est Bohemia ................................................................................ 71
2.6.3 Special types of burial in the final phase of the Ùnèticc culture ............................................................ 72
2.6.4 T he reflection of ritual activities in h o a rd s ..................................................................................................73
2.6.5 Ritual artefacts .................................................................................................................................................. 73
2.6.6 Ritual sites .........................................................................................................................................................74

2.7 Society ......................................................................................................................................................................... 75
2.8 Contacts ..................................................................................................................................................................... 76
2.9 Significance of the culture and its European context ........................................................................................ 77

5



I M I  O R O N Z I  A G E

5 Middle Bronze Age -  Ihc Tum ulus culture ....................................................................................................78
VI The histon' of research ................................................................................................................................. 80
3.2 Main sources .................................................................................................................................................. 83
5.3 Chronology of the Tumulus culture .............................................................................................................87

3.3.1 Absolute chronology ................................................................................................................................87
3.3.2 Relative chronology ................................................................................................................................87
3.3.5 Pottery chronology ...............................................................................................................................88
3.3.4 Chronology of bronzes ............................................................................................................................89

3.4 Settlem ent........................................................................................................................................................ 89
3.4.1 Characteristics of settlement finds ........................................................................................................89

3.4.1.1 Settlements in exposed locations ................................................................................................... 93
3.4.1.2 Lowland settlements ........................................................................................................................93
5.4.1.3 Special types of settlement .............................................................................................................. 93
3.4.1.4 Caves ................................................................................................................................................93

3.4.2 Types of settlement features ...................................................................................................................95
3.4.2.1 Houses ..............................................................................................................................................95
3.4.2.2Pits ......................................................................................................................................................
3.4.2.5 Hearths outside dwellings ...............................................................................................................99
3.4.2.4 Special features ................................................................................................................................99
3.4.2.5 Production features and production at settlements ....................................................................... 99

3.3 Artefacts ...................................................................................................................................................... j00
3.5.1 Stone ..................................................................................................................................................... ..
3.5.2 Amber ....................................................................................................................................................100
3.5.3 Pottery ................................................................................................................................................... 100
3.5.4 Metal artefacts ...................................................................................................................................... Ю7

3.5.4.1 Gold ................................................................................................................................................. 122
3.5.4.2 Hoards of metal artefacts ............................................................................................................... 125

3.5.5 Artefacts of organic materials ............................................................................................................. 124
3.5.6 Glass ..................................................................................................................................................... 124

5.6 Ritual activities and areas ...........................................................................................................................124
5.6.1 Cemeteries and the burial rite ............................................................................................................125
3.6.2 Grave goods and burial customs ........................................................................................................127
3.6.3 Special burial rites .............................................................................................................................. 127
3.6.4 Pottery hoards ...................................................................................................................................... 128

3.7 Society .............................................................................................................................................................128
3.8 Contacts ......................................................................................................................................................... 129
3.9 Significance of the culturo and its Kuropean context ................................................................................. 130

4 Ij Uc  and Final Bronze Age -  the Umfield cultures ..................................................................................... 132
4.1 The history of research .............................................................................................................................. 133
4.2 Main sources ................................................................................................................................................. 138
4.3 Chronology of the lirnfield period ...............................................................................................................149

4.3.1 Absolute chronology .............................................................................................................................149
4.3.2 Relative chronology .............................................................................................................................149
4.3.3 Pottery chronology ...............................................................................................................................131

4.3.3.1 The Knovf/. culture .........................................................................................................................131
4.5.5.2 The Lusatian culture in northwest Bohemia ............................................................................... 152
4.5.5.5 The Lusatian and Silesian-Platfniee cultures in east Bohemia .............................................. 157

4.3.4 Chronology of bronzes .........................................................................................................................164
4.4 Settlement ..................................................................................................................................................... 166

4.4.1 Lrnfield culture settlements ..............................................................................................................166
4.4.1.1 Settlements in exposed locations ................................................................................................169



4.4.1.2 Lowland sclU cm cnts..............................................................................................................................171
4.4.1.3 Special types of settlement ....................................................................................................................174
4.4.1.4 Caves ....................................................................................................................................................... 174

4.4.2 Types settlement features ........................................................................................................................... 174
4.4.2.1 Houses ..................................................................................................................................................... 174
4.4.2.2 Fits ............................................................................................................................................................178
4.4.2.3 Hearths outside dwellings ................................................................................................................... 180
4.4.2.4 Production features and production at settlements ......................................................................... 180

4.4.3 Life a t Lmllcld culture settlements ........................................................................................................... 181
4.5 Artefacts .....................  182

4.5.1 Stone ................................................................................................................................................................182
4.5.2 Amber ............................................................................................................................................................. 185
4.5.3 Potter) ..............................................................................................................................................................185

4.5.3.1 Knoviz culture potter) ......................................................................................................................... 185
4.5.3.2 Lusatian culture potter)' ........................................................................................................................197
4.5.3.3 Silesian-Platènice culture potter) ....................................................................................................... 203
4.5.3.4 Nynice culture pottery ......................................................................................................................... 209

4.5.4 Metal artefacts ............................................................................................................................................... 217
4.5.4.1 Gold ......................................................................................................................................................... 228

4.5.5 Artefacts of organic m aterials ..................................................................................................................... 229
4.5.6 Glass artefacts ...............................................................................................................................................229

4.6 Ritual activities and areas ................................................................................................................................... 230
4.6.1 Cemeteries and the burial rite ...................................................................................................................230

4.6.1.1 Barrow burials .......................................................................................................................................231
4.6.1.2 Urnfield culture Hat graves ...................................  233

4.6.2 Grave goods and burial custom s ...............................................................................................................235
4.6.3 Hoards of metal artefacts ............................................................................................................................. 241
4.6.4 Potter)- hoards ...............................................................................................................................................241
4.6.5 Ritual sites ..................................................................................................................................................... 242
4.6.6 Evidence of ritual activities at settlements ...............................................................................................243

4.7 Society ..................................................................................................................................................................... 244
4.8 Contacts ................................................................................................................................................................. 247
4.9 Significance of the culture and its  European context ..................................................................................... 249

5 Conclusion ................................................................................................................................................................... 251

References ....................................................................................................................................................................... 253

S o m m aire ......................................................................................................................................................................... 281

7


