
CONTENTS

PART 1. THE MAJOR THEORISTS 7
1.1. Introductory Note 7

1.2. Social Formations as Modes of Production (Marx) 8
1.3. Civilisations and Universal Churches (Toynbee) 11
1.4. The Path of Historical Sociology (Weber) 14

1.5. Configurations of Growth and Decline (Kroeber) 17
1.6. Systems and Congeries (Sorokin) 20
1.7. Evolutionary Universals (Parsons - Bellah - Eisenstadt) 23
1.8. Global Societies in a Twofold View (Gurvitch etc.) 27

1.9. Societies as Organised Power Networks (Mann) 32

PART 2. THE MAIN CONCEPTS OF 
A GLOBAL APPREHENSION 34

2.1. General Orientation 34
2.2. The Concept of Civilisation 38
2.3. Reality and Awareness of Civilisation 42

2.4. Configurations of Structural Elements 48

2.5. Structures and Ideas 51

2.6. Technological and Environmental Factors 55


